MEN OF POWER
chemistry, they nicknamed him "Gas." Dr. Butler pub-
licly rebuked him for wasting his time on such a useless
subject.
Amateur Doctor. His father now withdrew him
from Dr. Butler's school, since he seemed to be making
so little progress. During the next few months Charles
became interested in some poor people of Shrewsbury,
a dozen or more women and children in need of medical
help. He visited them, noting their symptoms, report-
ing them to his father, and getting his father to pre-
scribe for them. Charles then filled the prescriptions,
presumably in his own little chemical laboratory. On
the basis of the interest he displayed In this experience,
his father thought he had in him the qualities of a good
physician. (Chief of those qualities, he held, was the
capacity for winning confidence.) So he sent the boy
to Edinburgh to study medicine.
Edinburgh for Medicine. But Charles did little bet-
ter at Edinburgh. He thought the lectures there in-
tolerably dull He afterward regretted that he had not
been urged to practice dissection and that he did not
learn to draw, as these skills would have helped him
immeasurably in his later work. He found his major
interest in attending the clinical wards and in making
friends with a few of the men in the field of natural
history. On two occasions he attended operating
clinics, but the sufferings of the patients were so great
(it was before the day of anaesthetics) that he fled
from the room before the operations were completed
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